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PeƟƟon 

The fossil deposits near Bundenbach in the Hunsrueck region of Germany offer unique insights into 
the development of life. At the Ɵme of deposiƟon, at the beginning of the Devonian period of geolog-
ical history around 400 million years ago, the development of life was at the beginning of the nek-
tonic revoluƟon, the conquest of the world's oceans at all depths by acƟvely swimming organisms. At 
the end of this period, around 30 percent of all animal species perished in a mass exƟncƟon. With 
over 280 animal species, some in soŌ Ɵssue preservaƟon, Bundenbach is synonymous with the most 
important fossil deposit of this period. The tropical fauna documents a complete marine ecosystem at 
the equator with washed-in evidence of the conquest of the mainland. Observing the development of 
life at a turning point sharpens our view of the Anthropocene, the new era in the history of the earth 
shaped by humans. 

Bundenbach fossils can be found in all major natural history museums worldwide, on a par with fos-
sils from Solnhofen or Messel. 

The signatories of this peƟƟon support the iniƟaƟve of the local community and the collecƟve munic-
ipality to appreciate the Bundenbach fossils. 

1) The goal is a new fossil museum in Bundenbach. 

2) A newly founded support associaƟon should pursue charitable purposes: the preservaƟon of the 
“Bundenbacher Revier” paleontological monument and communicaƟon of its fossil history. 

3) Within the framework of a project, concrete steps should be planned, necessary resources made 
available and the public informed about progress.  

4) The quesƟon of financing, especially maintenance costs, deserves special aƩenƟon. New ap-
proaches of fundraising, sponsorship and markeƟng are to be examined. 

5) Slate mining in the Frühberg mine is to be supported, and a public-private partnership with the 
slate pit is being sought. 

6) Collectors are invited to offer exclusive exhibits to the support associaƟon of a New Fossil Mu-
seum as donaƟons or permanent loans. 

Addressees of this peƟƟon 

This peƟƟon, launched on 14.12.2024, is addressed to 

1) Ministerium des Innern und für Sport des Landes Rheinland-Pfalz, Herrn Minister Michael Ebling;  
cc: GeneraldirekƟon Kulturelles Erbe Rheinland-Pfalz, Frau Dr. Heike OƩo 

2) Ministerium für WirtschaŌ, Verkehr, LandwirtschaŌ und Weinbau des Landes Rheinland-Pfalz, Frau 
Ministerin Daniela SchmiƩ; 
cc: Landesamt für Geologie und Bergbau, Herrn Direktor Andreas Tschauder 

3) Ministerium für Bildung des Landes Rheinland-Pfalz, Frau Ministerin Dr. Stefanie Hubig 

and will be handed over together with the list of signatories aŌer February 14th, 2025. 

signed Christoph Leins, 14.12.2024 
signed Wouter Südkamp, 14.12.2024 


